
Admissionspolicy
forpoor `shocking'

ByBenHall in Paris

France' s eliteuniversities
or grandesécoles

,

once
regardedasthepinnacle of

a meritocraticeducation
system ,

arefadingstrong
criticismovertheir
apparentreluctance to take in

morepoorstudents.
Theassociation of grandes

écoles
(

CGE
) triggered a

furorewhen it attackedthe
idea of quotasandruledout
changingrecruitment
procedures

, insistingtheonly
way to increaseadmissions
frompodrerfamilieswas
through individualsupport
forcandidates .

"

Anyother
policywouldinevitably lead
to a lowering of

theaverage
standard

,

" theCGEsaid.
LucChatel

,

education
minister

,

saidtheCGE' s

statementwas " deeply
shocking

" whileYazid
Sabeg ,

a government
commissionerforequal
opportunities

,

described it as
" scandalous "

.

RichardDescoings ,

director of SciencesPoand a

pioneer in recruitingstudents
frompoorbackgrounds ,

saidthegrandesécoles'
stance " castintodoubtthe
republican ideathatyou

cansucceed in school
whateveryoursocialorigins "

.

Thefuroreover
admissionspolicieshas
highlightedtherole of grandes
écoles in

Frenchsociety.
Thesesmall

,

selective
universities - rangingfromthe
engineeringschoolssuchas

NicolasSarkozyvowed to

implementanamended
carbontaxyesterday
followinglastweek' s ruling
byFrance' s constitutional
councilthattheoriginal
proposaiwasunlawful

,

writesBenHall in Paris.
TheFrenchpresidenttold

ministers at thefirstcabinet
meeting of theyearthat
thetax - intended to

raise
-3.5bn

(

$3bn ,

?5bn
)

a year
wouldcomeintoeffect

onJuly 1

,

sixmonthslater
thanplanned.

Thetax
,

theflagship
initiative in MrSarkozy' s

drive to cutcarbondioxide
emissions

,

wassupposed to

havecomeintoforceon
January 1

, makingFrance
"thelargesteconomysofar

to adopt a levylinked to

theprice of carbon.
However

,

the
constitutionalcouncil

,

which
rulesonthevalidity of laws

,

Frenchuniversitiesattacked
theEcolesdesMines .to
HEC

,

France' s leading
businessschool - havelong
educatedFrenchelites.

In
theFrenchrepublic ,

educationwastraditionally
reveredas a socialelevator

,

particularlyforthe
postwargeneration . Butsince

SarkOzypledgesalteredcarbontai
objectedonthegrounds
thatthetaxcontainedtoo
manyexemptionsand
thereforeviolatedthe
principle of equality ,

In particular ,

thecouncil
ruledthatthegovernment
waswrong to exemptsome
1 ,000 of thebiggest
industrialemitters - onthe
basisthattheywerealready
coveredbytheEuropean
Union%%omissionstrading
scheme - becausetheir
emissionspermitswere
distributedforfreeuntil
2013.

Theexemptionsfor
businesseswouldhave
covered93percentof

Frànce' s industrial
emissions

,

thecouncil
concluded.

Theoriginaltaxwould
haveaddedup to 4.5cents

to
a litre of petroland

wouldhaveraiseddomestic
gasbillsby 7 percent.

then
,

middle-classfamilies
havetightenedtheirgripon
admissions.

PresidentNicolas
Sarkozy' s government
wants to reversethistrend
byopeningupthegrandes
écoles to studentsfrom
poorerbackgrounds . It set
anobjective : 30percent of

candidatesoncourses
preparingforentranteexams
to thegrandesécolesshould
berecipients of grants
given , to

studentsfrom
lowinc?ne families.

Eliteuniversity leaders
fearministerswillmove to

fixedquotasforadmissions.
Thegovernmentdenies it

plans to imposequotas ,

but
hascalledonthegrandes
écoles to changetheway
theyrecruit.

"Don '

t beafraid
of

changingyourrecruitment
methodsforyoungpeople
whohavevalue

,

" Valérie
Pécresse

, highereducation
minister

, urgedthem.
LastyearMs P' écresse

saidthe " socialelevator
wasstuck "

, tfotablybecause
thegrandesécolespractised

"

hyper-selection throughan
incrediblebattery of tests "

.

A spokesmanfortheCGE
saidthegrandesécoles
werenotagainsttaking
studentsfrompoorer
backgroundsbutobjected to

quotasforeachinstitution.
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